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A regular meeting of the China Grove Town Council
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CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Withers called the regular meeting of October 3, 2017 to order and led the audience in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mayor Withers called roll.  All council members were present with the exception of Mr. Upright.  There
was a quorum.  

The meeting started at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall.

Mayor Withers amended the agenda with the additions under New Business to address a petition 
presented by Brent Engelhardt, President of the Board of Trade as Item number IV and the rebranding of 
the Town Logo as item number V.   Mr. Seaford made a motion to adopt the agenda. Mr. Linn seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda items:
a) Approve Minutes from the September 5th, 2017 regular meeting
b) Adopt Ordinance amendment Chapter 18 Businesses
c) Adopt Ordinance to close northbound lane for Cruise In
d) Adopt Ordinance amendment Chapter 58 Vehicles and Traffic
e) Adopt Ordinance amendment Chapter 26 Environment
f) Adopt Ordinance amendment Chapter 50 Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Property
g) Adopt Ordinance amendment Chapter 10 Animals
h) Adopt Budget Ordinance Amendment
i) Appoint Alternative members of Park Advisory Board

Mr. Linn made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Upright arrived at 7:02.

CITIZEN COMMENT
None
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NEW BUSINESS
I) Darrell Harwood presents to Leukemia and Lymphoma Society

Mr. Harwood stated on September 23rd we came together for the Stand Together Music Festival and 
raised money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  He thanked Mayor Withers and the Town 
Council along with Patti Price and the town staff for helping with the festival.  He introduced Cathy 
Bloomberg, Donor Development Manager for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Harwood presented her a check in the amount of $35,000.

Ms. Bloomberg stated everyone is affected by cancer.  She thanked China Grove for closing down their 
streets and opening their hearts for LS patients and for blood cancer patients in North Carolina.  She 
stated this amount of money is unbelievable.  She stated seventy patients can receive $500.00 a piece for 
co-pay assistance.  She thanked Mr. Harwood and the Town.

II) Adopt Resolution Authorizing Upset Bid Process for 735 E Centerview Street
Mr. Deal stated the town has received an offer of $2,500 to purchase 735 E. Centerview Street also 
known as Rowan County Tax Parcel 103 02501.  He stated the deposit was made as required.

Mr. Brooke stated this is an upset bid process.  He stated we accepted the bid for the property but for a 
period of 10 days if anyone should upset the bid then the process starts again until no further qualifying 
upset bids are received.  He stated at that time the Town Council may accept the highest bidder.

Mr. Stroud made a motion to adopt a resolution authorizing the upset bid procedure of N.C.G.S § 106A-

269 for 735 E. Centerview Street. Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

III) Appoint Park Advisory Board members

Mr. Upright made a motion to appoint April Everett, Hope Oliphant and Shaylene Carey to the Park
Advisory Board.  Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.   

IV) Petition to reintroduce trees to the Downtown area
Mr. Engelhardt presented a petition signed by Downtown Merchants to reintroduce trees to the
Downtown area.  Mayor Withers stated the Town Council will look into what type of trees would work
and where to place them.

V) Rebranding Town Logo
Mayor Withers stated Miller Davis met with Town staff about rebranding the Town logo.  He stated he
would like to appoint a committee that could meet with Miller Davis and Town staff next time.  Mr. Linn,
Mr. Phillips and Mayor Withers volunteered for the committee.  Mayor Withers asked Mr. Deal to set up
a meeting for next week. 

PUBLIC HEARING

I) 2017-CUP-04 – Used Auto Sales in HB District

Mrs. Mills swore in Franklin Gover, Assistant Town Manager and Adam Poteat, property owner, for
testimony during the hearing.

Franklin Gover, Assistant Town Manager, 333 N Main Street, China Grove NC 28023
Mr. Gover stated Mr. Poteat is requesting a Conditional Use Permit for used auto sales in a Highway
Business District.  He stated the property is an existing mechanical business and this would be a
secondary use.  He stated this parcel is located along the Hwy 29 corridor.  He stated Planning Board
suggested installing Type B screening for the parking area.  He stated Type A screening is sufficient
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between this parcel and the residential parcel.  He suggested that as a condition the Board should require
Type A screening if needed as a buffer between this parcel and the residential parcel.  He stated the Land
Use Plan recommends General Commercial land use along the US 29 corridor which a lines with this type
of use.  He stated no one spoke in opposition of the request at the Planning Board meeting.  He handed
out examples of Finding of Facts.  

Mayor Withers asked Mr. Poteat if he is willing to add Type A screening as a buffer if it is needed.  Mr.
Poteat stated that would not be a problem.  

Adam Poteat – 1022 22nd St, Kannapolis, NC 28083
Adam Poteat stated his father owns the business located at the property.  He stated he works at the
machine shop on the property and wanted an opportunity to sale cars at the location.  

Mayor Withers opened the Public Hearing.

Mayor Withers closed the Public Hearing.

Mr. Linn made a motion to approve the Finding of Facts that this use does not endanger the public health
or safety if located where proposed and developed according to the plan due to the fact the proposed used
car lot will not result in a significant increase in traffic to the existing driveway area and all vehicles shall
be kept out of the Hwy 29 right of way.  Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Mr. Linn made a motion to approve the Finding of Facts that this use meets all required conditions and
specifications due to the fact that the site plan has been reviewed by the Planning Board, which
recommends relief from the Type C landscaping requirements.  Mr. Phillips seconded the motion, which
carried unanimously.  

Mr. Linn made a motion to approve the Finding of Facts that this use will not substantially injure the
value of adjoining or abutting property unless the use is a public necessity due to the fact that no evidence
was presented suggesting this request would injure property values.  Mr. Upright seconded the motion,
which carried unanimously.  

Mr. Linn made a motion to approve the Finding of Facts that the location and character of the use, if
developed according to the plan as submitted and approved, will be in harmony with the area in which it
is to be located and will be in general conformity with the adopted land use plans and other plans for
physical development of the China Grove area as adopted by the Town Council due to the fact that the
Land Use Plan recommends General Commercial future land use category along the US 29 corridor.  He
stated General Commercial recognizes automobile dependent uses and development along major
thoroughfares and this request conforms to the intent and spirit of the future land use recommendations.
Mr. Upright seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Mr. Upright made a motion to approve 2017-CUP-04 to allow used auto sales and service in a Highway 
Business District on Tax Parcel 117 047 with the condition that the Type C screening be relieved and 
Type A screening be installed at a future time if the existing vegetation becomes inadequate to screen the 
used cars use from the adjoining residence.  Mr. Linn seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES
I)  Fire Department

Mr. Seaford stated he would like to recognize Mr. Baker for being promoted to Assistant Fire
Chief.  Mr. Baker stated Chief Zimmerman provided a monthly report and asked if there were
any questions.  Mr. Upright asked if there has been any more issues on the I-85 interchange.
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Mr. Baker stated there was an accident on I-85 that shut down the interstate and traffic was
bad this morning.  Mr. Deal stated the Town has purchased a used ladder truck.

II) Police Department
Chief Deal stated there has been numerous complaints on Franklin Street for speeding.  He
stated the department is in the process of conducting a speed campaign.  He stated traffic was
terrible this morning due to the train stopping and blocking the Church street intersection and
the accident on I-85.  He stated a call was placed to Norfolk Southern and the train moved
shortly after.  He asked the Council to help with requesting from NCDOT a lighted crosswalk
at China Grove Middle School.  He stated he could see potential problems with kids crossing
the road to the Ice Cream Shop.  

III) Public Works Department
Mr. Ketner stated curbside item collection is up in numbers.  He stated Centerview Street is
being paved.  He stated we have had several complaints about paving around the traffic island
at the corner of Vance Street and Mitchell Street.  He stated the new truck and snow plow has
been order.  Mr. Deal recognized Mr. Ketner for being with the Town for 30 years as of
September 14th.  Mayor Withers thanked Mr. Ketner for his service.

IV) Administration
a) Event Coordinator

Ms. Price stated the last Cruise In for the year will be on October 21st and the Downtown
Treat or Treating will be on October 31st from 4:00pm - 5:00pm.  Mayor Withers stated we
have been fortunate to be able to host the Southern Rowan Christmas Parade.  He asked
Council if they have a chance call a School Board Member and thank them for supporting the
parade.  Ms. Price stated the Roller Mill is hosting a Chickin and Pickin on October 7th.

OLD BUSINESS
I) Street Light Update

Mr. Deal stated we are continuing to work with NCDOT and Duke Energy.  Mr. Ketner stated the route
we may have to go is to go political with NCDOT.  He stated he does not understand why our request is
getting rejected. 

II) Parks and Recreation
Mr. Deal stated we are waiting on the seconded reimbursement from the State and then Schnabel can 
move to the next step.  He stated all the park equipment for Phase I has been ordered, there is a six week 
period for it to come in.  He stated Mr. Bradshaw will be starting on the Community Building bathrooms 
soon.  He stated Mr. Bradshaw will also be start on Phase II of the stage at Hanna Park.

OTHER BUSINESS
Mayor Withers recognized Author Higgins who is a candidate for Town Council.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Stroud made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Phillips seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

_________________________________ _________________________________
Pamela L. Mills Lee Withers
Town Clerk Mayor


